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dT -"_ be agreed, that the Preſs deſerves and needs both Encouragement and Reftram; and Experience hath proved the Uſcfulneſs of this Law for both thoſe Pur- ;; 
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The Deſign of the A& 15, F. 

. ? x 

JS Firſt, To prevent Seditious, Blaſphemous, and Treaſoneble Books, the neceſſity of which Care in the preſent Age 1s as apparent, as twas in the former. The Pros © 
=> amble of this AR remains ſtill too true to admic of a denyal: And the ſame, or the like Method for Licenſing, and puniſhing of unlicensd Books, hath been pra= © 
© Qailed for near 100 Years paſt, before and after the Reign of K. James L. 'Y 


But until this legal Proviſion was made, in contempt of the repeated Orders of the King and Council, and other Courts, unlawſul Pamphlets were daily Publiſhed ; and the number of _ 
them would probably ſill have increaſed, if this Law had not taken care, not only to impoſe and exact Penalties, bur to reſtrain the number of Preſſes, and to forbid all private Ones, 
and to facilitate Searches during the Work, which afterwards for the molt part are fruitleſs and vain, becauſe in all probability the Libel hath then had its Vent, and the Anthor his end: 


The Second Defign and Intent of this A& is, 


| To. encourage and preſerve Property in Books to their Authors and their Aſſigns, and this by enjoyning Entries in a Publick Regiſter, (which is regularly and fairly kept ), by Pro- ; 
hibiting the Importation of any Books from beyond the Seas which were Printedhere before; and laſtly, by aſcertaining the rights of Copies to the Proprietors thereof 3 which Proviſion 
almoſt in the very ſame words was Eſtabliſhed, not only by Decrees in Charles I. time, and long before, but alſo by an A& of Parliament Sepr. 29. 1649. 
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This Law is not only convenient for Authors of the preſent and future Ages, but juſt even in reſpe& of antient Copies, in which a legal Intereſt hath been acquired, and that at - 
great Charges; and theſe Intereſts are become the Livelyhood and ſole Eſtate of ſeveral Widows, Fatherleſs Children, and other whole Families. | 


The Myſtery of Printing was firſt introduced into England at the Charge of the Crown, and upon increaſe of the number of Artiſts was Governed by diretion of the King, or King _ 
and Council, and then by Decrees of the Star-Chamber, and then by Acts or Ordinances made in the late Times, and fince the Reſtoration, by A& of Parliament. Bur ertv in. 
Publick or Private Copies, was always preſerv'd entire and free, The Right and Intereſt of the Company of Stationers, in Books of Common and Publick Uſe, was lawfully V p- 
in them before the Reign of King Fames I. ſome of which Copies were purchaſed at great Expence from the Crown, ſome from | pong Perſons, and others bequeathed to them by. 
the then Proprietors, and great Stocks were expended and ſt1ll are laid out to that purpoſe. They are now under Obligations of giving 200 /. per Anuum to the Poor of the Trade, and this they 
have never failedin, and tho their Stocks have not yielded ſome years above 4 or 5 per Cem. yet they have maintained ſeveral Families thereby every Year, who muſt ith 


upon the lofs of ſuch Copies, and the failure of the Stock therein. 


Obje#. Penalties have been exacted, and many Perſons have been rigorouſly Proſecuted for Importation of Books from abroad. 


Anſw. It's true that Prohibited Books have been ſeized, and the ſmall Penalties ſometimes taken, but lawfully, regularly, mildly, and that only from incorrigible Pirat# ; and the" 
Charge fropratly hath been greater than the Profit of ſach Proſecutions, through the ſmalneſs of the demanded Forteitures. And the Caſe which was moſt complained of, was that of: 
Mr. Feky!, who Imported Foreign Prints, to the damage of Engliſh-men's Property ; and that was adjudged by the Reverend the L. C. F. Hales, and this his Judgment did command a } 


great ſubmiflion to the Law almoſt ever ſince. 


Obje#. That Books may be had cheaper from Holland, and therefore not to be Prohibited, for the Subje& may be ſupplied from thence with more eaſe, and the Cuſtoms advanced. 


Anſw. As to the Subje&, the Stat. 25. Her, VIII. remains ſtill in force, by which the price of Books may be ſettled and reformed as occaſion doth or may require. And that the Dutch do in 
che trade of P2inting Pirate upon us is no mare than they do by moſt other Nations and they will always be able co do ſo, becaule their Hirelings fare worſe, and work for leſs. Bax = 
ſurely the Wozkmen-P2inters in Lozdn have no reaſon to thank the Author of ſuch an ObjeRion : for an Engl» Pzinter would be loth to change Conditions with any Printer in Yolland. 
Then asto the Kings Cuſtoms being raiſed by ſuch Importation of Foreign Prints, ic muſt be agreed that 'twou'd encreaſe them ſome ſmall trivial matter, butthe gain would be fo little, and” 
the Balance ſo burthenſome on the other tide, thar it is ealily demonſtrable to be no more than one Penny profit to the Crown for 51. loſs to the Engliſh Subjet: And it 1s to be hoped, That” 


ſuch an Increaſe of the Revenue will never be acceptable to their Majeſties, or she Parliament. 


And if it ſhould be admitted, That if the right of thoſe Copies which is veſted in the Crown, and thoſe that claim under it by Charter or Patent were made'Publick, the Price of RY 
Books might poſlibly be abated , Yet in thoſe Prints which are of publick Conſequence, the Exadtnels of the Impreſſion ought chiefly to be regarded, and it is the Prudence of theGovernmenr - 


eo lodge this Truſt in ſuch Hands, as may take care not only of a moderate Price of thoſe Books, but of a good and corre& Edition of them; which, as ic is performed with great Charge, 
{o nw. it neceſſarily in ſome meaſure — the Value of the Books. Of this we have a clear Inſtance lately in Two Mercenary Fellows, chat were P2mters co the Univerſity of Oxford. 
For when that Venerable Body thought it a work proper for them to wave their own Intereſt for the Publick good, and upon juſt expe&ation of corre& Editions, had given way to the Proehy | 
many thouſand Bibles, with deſign to abate the general Price of them in this Nation, at the loſs of their own Private Advantage; they found that Bibles were not only Printed on ill Paper and. 
worſe Letter, -and were ſcarce legible at firſt, and in aſhort time torn and worn out ; but were falſly and ſcandalouſly let forth, wich Omiffions of many Material Paſſages, with the change of = 
Negatives into Afﬀrmatives, with many Thouſand Faults and Errata's, to the great Prejudice of Religion, and the Diſhonour of that Famous Univerſity. And when one of choſe Under- + 
takers was charg'd with breach of Truſt in Printing ſuch a Common-P2aper-Book as could not be read, he fairly anſwered, ** That all Perſons ought to have it by heart, and it was no mat- \. 
* ter whether it was read or not, ſo it was worn out in their bands. When this Anſwer was not fully ſatisfaQory, and no Amendment was to be expected from a Man of choſe Sinclns 
The Univerſity in general, and particularly moſt of the Governo2s thereof, chought it neceſſary for the Publick good and their own Honour, not to renew the Licence, which was [7 
determined, to thoſe who had ſo plainly abus'd it, but generouſly to refuſe ſuch Endearments as were liberally offer'd to eff: ſo baſe and ſcandalous a Deſign. [ 


d at the ſametime it wa Prudence of that Body not to rencourage a Monopoly, by granting that Licence to the King's Printers, who had a concurrent Right of Printing 
Bible: with the Caeticy , bur ne Cm of Stationers, who yrs pot right 4 kind, but under the Univerſity, and would be obliged in Intereſt co under-{ell the King's P FR, 
The like effeAual Care was exprefly taken in the Agreement for moderating the Price of Bibles for the future ; for imploying of all the Families formerly maintain'd by Printing in the Uni: | 
verſity ; for buying off all the imperfe& Books of the former Undertakers, though fraudulemly and ſurreptitionſly begun : Inſomuchthart no Colour of Exception to the Agreement, eicher ; 
in point of Right or Honour, or indeed Favour was left, but the open denial of many of the Articles of it, which as ſoon as read carry in them a Confucation of the Charge. And certaim | 
itis, That thoſe Calumnies will gain credit only with thoſe that have not the happineſs to know the Character of the Perſons abus'd, nor the unhappineſs to be unacquainted with the 


Temper and Honeſty of the Libellers. | 
And as to the Bill for Confirmation of the Liberties of the Univerſity — Whoever reads it will find a Saving to the Intereſt of all Private Perſons; ſo that the Invaſion of any Private Right þ 
of Copies can be no more compals'd thereby than 'twas deſ1gn'd. | A 
All Patents, granted to any Perſons or Bodies are not ſecur'd but ſav'd, in this A of Parliament. They hill reſt upon their own Bottom, which was good in Law before the At of Park-\_ 
ament, and is only lefc fo by it. os 


ll choſe P lies whereby common Right is taken away, and lodg'd in particular Perſons, but are Aflignments only of the King's Intereſt in thoſe Copies to 
=} | nero wayobe = roper'y eggs or pr * Sena were ini or vacated, Common-Prayer Books, Bibles, Platters and Teſtaments would not, as is vainly imagined, be of Com- 
mon Right, butthe Ownerſhip would remain in the King, not only as they are Books of publick Influence; and ſubjected to his Care ; but as they were Tranflated and Printed at his | 


o 
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and by his Command, and cannot be claim'd by any other Proprietor whatſoever. L 
In ſborr, theſe Effet will follow the Expiration or Diſcontinuance of this A, vis. } 

I. A Neceffity upon the Government to invent, contrive, and uſe ſtrains of Law and Power for the Diſcovery and Suppreſhon of Libels. Ty + 
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II. The Increaſe of numberleſs Lawſuits, and Queſtions about Property in Copies, and Piracy thereupon. And 
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